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Foreword 
Much like Sarah Rice—as you’ll discover in the ‘About’ section of this terrific Advent reading—I love 
Christmas. I love the sights, sounds, and smells of the holidays. There is a reason this is called the 
“most wonderful time of the year.” Nevertheless, it must be said: It’s not so wonderful for everyone.  
For some, the holidays represent the darkest time of the year. For some, this will be the first 
Christmas they experience without their respective spouse—or child—and the memory of their 
beloved’s death still evokes emotions that are raw and unbridled.   

For many, the holidays are the loneliest time of the year. I read a post recently by a man who 
lamented, “My kids are grown up, their mother and I are divorced, our family is broken. Christmas is 
no longer my favorite time of year. In fact, I dread it because it triggers so much regret, sadness, 
guilt, shame, and a deep sense of loss.” 

For perhaps all of us, as we near the end of the calendar year, we recognize more acutely that the 
world isn’t getting any better. There’s more conflict than ever. More political unrest. More racial 
tension. More strangeness. (Do you ever read a news article and think, “What is going on in our 
world?”) If we’re honest, we might even admit that we’re not getting a whole lot better ourselves. We 
still struggle with anxiety, impatience and envy. Our relationships aren’t improving. Power shopping 
may offer a fleeting distraction but when the muzak has been muted and the lights of the Christmas 
tree are unplugged, reminders of our failures and insecurities invade us like the deluge of old.  

What we need is more than a holly jolly ditty. We need real hope. What we need is a sense of 
wholeness and peace. But where will it come from? For the Christian, our hope comes in a Person, 
who is revealed to us through a story. 

In her beautifully written Advent reading, Sarah Rice traces the theme of the Christmas story from the 
beginning of creation to the introduction of the Person who would provide that elusive hope, the 
one the biblical writers refer to as the Prince of Peace. What I found to be particularly inspiring (and 
insightful) is the way Sarah skillfully shows, in each day’s entry, how the shorter stories connect with 
the big story, what theologians call the metanarrative. It’s the big story that discloses for us God’s 
plan to make right in a thousand ways everything that’s wrong with our world; it’s a plan that “took on 
flesh” in the most unlikely of ways: the birth of a child to an unwed teenage mother. It is an epic story, 
indeed. 

I plan on using this tool with my own family this Christmas, in order to help my four kids—ages 12 to 
20—gain a better understanding of how much God loves this world, and how he plans to restore it.  
I’m certain of this: my family will benefit greatly from the grace this resource showcases, and the 
beautiful way it points us to the unfading glory of our Redeemer. 

In Christ, 

Pastor John Sloan 
Capshaw Baptist Church 

5



About This Advent Devotional 
My absolute love for the Christmas season began when I was a very little girl and continues still. The 
music, lights, decorations, family traditions, gifts and (most of all) the mystery of God made flesh truly 
make this one of the most wonderful times of my year. As a child, the Christmas season felt just about 
perfect in every way, but as I’ve gotten older, I’ve realized that my view of the season itself was 
somewhat idealized in the naivety of childhood.  

As wonderful as December is, the realities of living in a fallen world don’t just go away during this 
special month. On the contrary, they’re often highlighted. Busyness and stress creep in. The longer 
to-do lists are exhausting. Relationships are challenging. Grief is more raw than usual. Children still 
have meltdowns, and there is still…laundry! I’ve come to realize that my hope and joy must run 
deeper than the season itself, or I’ll be let down every year. 

The cliche’ “Jesus is the reason for the season,” is almost as overused as it is true. I know well that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Of course, he is our hope in December and every month of the 
year! But just because I know it’s true doesn’t mean I function as if it’s true. In the hustle and bustle of 
the holidays, it’s all too easy to make very little room for Christ. If Jesus truly is the reason (and hope) 
for the season, then he must be central in my heart and home the whole month through. How do I 
make this my reality in the busiest month of the year when so many other things vie for my time and 
affections? 

I have found that if Christ is not central in my life during the first eleven months of the year, he won’t 
be central in the last month either. If I am not rooted in the Bible’s big story January through 
November, I will miss the sheer magnitude of what I read in Luke chapter two during December. The 
centrality of Christ in my own heart and in our family rhythms at Christmas is tied to my love for him 
and commitment to his word every day of the year. It is also tied to my intentionality to think and plan 
ahead for a Christ-focused Christmas season.  

Tracing Glory: The Christmas Story Through the Bible is a twenty-four day Advent reading I wrote for 
our family to use each December. It begins looking back at the creation of the world in the book of 
Genesis and ends looking forward to the new creation in the book of Revelation, tracing the glory of 
Jesus Christ from start to finish. I wrote this devotional primarily for my boys because I want them to 
understand that the birth of Christ is the climactic event of a much larger story--a story about God’s 
mission to redeem sinful people for his glory.   

This Advent reading was written with children, teens, and adults in mind. My goal was to 
communicate big truths in ways a child could grasp. I want to help readers see how every individual 
story in the Bible points either forward or backward to the hero of the big, over-arching story. 

In each day’s reading, there is a key Scripture given to look up as the basis for that day’s devotional. 
Next is my written commentary on the key Scripture. At the end of each day’s reading, I have 
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summarized the key Scripture and commentary with one main point and a Christ connection, 
showing how that particular Bible passage points to Jesus Christ.  

While preschoolers may not yet be able to grasp all the content given in the key Scripture and 
commentary, they will benefit from hearing the main point. I would suggest that parents of very 
young children read the first two sections on their own first and then communicate those truths to 
children at their particular level of understanding. I think most school-aged children and teens will 
benefit from listening to or reading the commentary, but families can decide what works best for 
their particular situation. This is a resource that very young children can grow into through the years. 

This Advent reading can be printed and spiral bound or put into a three ring binder for organization 
and easy access. At the end of this resource, I have included individual pictures of an ornament 
suggestion for each day. These are simple ornaments I have made or bought to use with our family. 
Each day of the Advent season, my children will unwrap the ornament that corresponds to the key 
Scripture we will be focusing on and hang it on our Advent tree (see picture). These ornaments can 
be easily replicated, or you can cut out the pictures provided and use those as visuals with your 
children each day. Having a visual helps children grasp the meaning of the text and makes Advent 
exciting as they anticipate what ornament they will open each day.  

The story you will encounter in this Advent reading is both epic and true, and it isn’t finished yet. We 
are living within this grand story now, awaiting the final chapter when we will see Christ face-to-face 
and dwell with him forever. My prayer is that, as we wait, God would use this resource to help us 
stand in awe of his matchless glory.  As we encounter the breadth and length and height and depth 
of God’s love for us in Christ, may we move to worship him every day in December and the whole 
year through.  

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Sarah Rice 
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December 1 

Christmas in Creation 
Key Scripture: Genesis 1:1-3 

Did you know that the Christmas story begins on the very first page of Scripture? It begins with the 
words “In the beginning, GOD....” You see, the Christmas story is a long, beautiful story about God.  

Before anything else existed, God was here. No one created God. He has always been, and he has 
always had everything he ever needed within himself. God doesn’t need food or clothes. He doesn’t 
get hungry like us. God doesn’t get tired and need to sleep. He doesn’t need love from anyone else 
because he himself is love. There are three persons in our one God--God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit--and there is perfect love between them. In fact, there is perfect everything 
in our three-in-one God. He is altogether beautiful and good.  

The very first thing God tells us in the Bible is that he created the heavens and the earth. God made 
everything. He made things we can see, like trees and animals, and he made things we can’t see, like 
angels and faraway planets. If God doesn’t need anything, why do you think he created everything?  

The Bible says God created the whole world for his glory. This means God created everything so his 
perfect goodness and beauty could be enjoyed and praised! When God first created the earth, it 
was a dark and messy blob of matter. Do you know what God made next? He made light! God made 
light to shine on the dark earth, so his glory could be seen by and through everything else he would 
create!  

Later on in this story, we’ll see a different kind of darkness covering the earth and keeping God’s 
glory from being seen and praised as it should be. We’ll also see the true light of the world coming 
to earth to overcome that darkness and reveal the glory of God as it had never been seen before. 
The Christmas story is about light chasing away darkness! 

____________________ 

Main Point: Christmas begins with creation. God has always been here. He doesn’t need anything, 
but he created everything to bring him glory. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the true light of the world. He brings life to sinners living in 
spiritual darkness and reveals God’s glory (John 1:1-5,9;  Isaiah 43:5-7). 
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December 2 

Glory Reflectors 
Key Scripture: Genesis 1:27-28 

When you look in a mirror, what do you see? You see a picture of yourself! God created everything--
the sun, moon, stars, mountains, oceans, trees, and animals--to be like a mirror reflecting a picture of 
him. We can’t see God the Father with our eyes because he doesn’t have a body. He is spirit. But 
when we look at God’s creation, we can learn some things about him. We can see how huge and 
powerful and beautiful he is through what he has made. Do you know what God created to reflect 
the best picture of him? You and me! 

God saved his very best creation for last. After making everything else, God created two human 
beings. He made a man named Adam and a woman named Eve. God made Adam and Eve both 
alike and different. They were alike because they were both made in God’s image to reflect his glory 
like a mirror. They were different because their bodies didn’t look the same, and they each had 
unique jobs to do. Adam and Eve had differing jobs based on how God made them so that, 
together, they could accomplish the important work he would give them to do on earth.  

God put Adam and Eve in a beautiful garden called Eden. He commanded them to take care of the 
garden and the animals just as he would. God told Adam and Eve to have lots of children and fill the 
earth with many more little mirrors who would reflect his glory, showing a true picture of what he is 
like. You are one of those children! Like Adam and Eve, you were made either boy or girl in God’s 
image. You were created to reflect God so that everyone who sees you will say, “Wow! God is great!” 
He is the one who deserves all the praise and hoorays because he is the one who made you! 

All humans are created to show what God is like, but only one human born on earth has pictured 
God perfectly. The Bible says when we look at this human, we see an exact image of the invisible 
God! This human is the hero of the Christmas story—the ultimate glory reflector.  

____________________ 

Main Point: God made human beings male and female in his image to show what he is like and 
bring him glory. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the exact image of God. When he came to earth, he showed us 
God’s glory (Colossians 1:15-20). 
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December 3 

Glory Thieves 
Key Scripture: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7, 15 

The garden of Eden was a wonderful place, full of beautiful trees with delicious fruit. Adam and Eve 
lived in the garden, and God was with them there. He allowed them to eat food from every tree in 
the garden except one--the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God warned Adam and Eve that 
if they ate from this tree, they would surely die. This tree was a reminder that God is the one who 
decides what’s right and what’s wrong because he is the creator. He makes the rules because he 
alone knows what is best. Obeying God meant Adam and Eve would have everything they needed 
and be completely happy!  

Everything was wonderful until a snake slithered into the garden and started telling lies. The snake 
found Eve and began to question God’s Word: Did God really say…? Eve started to wonder why God 
wouldn’t let her eat the fruit from that one particular tree. Was he trying to keep something good 
from her? Then, the snake told a big fat lie! He told Eve she would not surely die if she ate from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The snake promised that eating the fruit would make Eve 
wise like God.  

But Eve was already like God in many ways. She was made in his image to show a true picture of him. 
Obeying God’s word is what would make Eve truly wise. Sadly, though, she believed being like God 
wasn’t enough. Eve wanted to be God. She didn’t want to reflect God’s glory; she wanted to steal it 
for herself!  

Eve disobeyed God and ate the fruit. She gave some to Adam who disobeyed too, and the darkness 
of sin came into the world. Adam and Eve could not continue to live with God. They had to leave the 
garden. They could no longer see and reflect God’s glory as they once had, and life became very 
hard. When Adam and Eve sinned, their spiritual hearts died immediately, and one day their bodies 
would die too. This is a very sad story, isn’t it? Well, it would be if not for God. God gave Adam and 
Eve a promise of hope. He promised that one day he was going to send one of their own children to 
crush the head of that evil, lying snake and make everything right and good in the world again. 

____________________ 

Main Point: Adam and Eve sinned against God by disobeying his word. Evil and pain came into the 
world. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the son of Adam and Eve who bruised the head of the serpent 
through his saving work on the cross. One day, he will defeat the snake once and for all (1 John 3:8; 
Hebrews 2:14; Revelation 20:10). 
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December 4 

Judgment and Mercy 
Key Scripture: Genesis 6:9-22 

Sin came into the world through just one act of disobedience, but it grew and spread like a horrible 
weed taking over the world. Adam and Eve passed sin on to their children, who passed it on to their 
children, and the cycle continued. Sin grew so big and bad in people that God decided to wipe away 
all he had created and start over with a man named Noah. God’s special grace was on Noah. Even 
though he had a sinful heart like every other human, God had a relationship with Noah. God helped 
him do what was right in a land of great evil.  

God told Noah he was going to cover the entire earth with water, wiping away everyone and 
everything in a flood. He commanded Noah to build a very big boat called an ark. Then, God made a 
special promise. He promised to protect Noah, his family, and two of every kind of animal inside the 
ark during the flood. Noah believed God and obeyed him by building the ark. It was a job that took 
many years and a lot of trust in God’s word.  

After Noah finished the ark, it began to rain. For forty days and forty nights, it rained harder than you 
can imagine. Water fell from the sky and shot up from beneath the ground. The waters rose higher 
and higher, covering the tallest mountains and killing every living thing on earth. But God 
remembered Noah. After he, his family, and the animals were safely inside the ark, God shut the 
door. God used the ark to protect them from the violent waters outside. When the rain finally 
stopped and the waters dried up, God brought everyone out of the ark. Noah immediately 
worshipped God by offering an animal sacrifice for sin. He knew that God is the one who saves, even 
when we don’t deserve it. 

The flood reminds us that sin is very bad, and God must punish sin. The ark reminds us that God 
loves sinners. God showed mercy to Noah and his family in the ark. After the flood, God put a 
rainbow in the sky as a sign of his promise to never again punish sin through a worldwide flood. 
Many years later, though, God’s judgment and mercy were carried out together in a different way--
not through water and an ark, but through a man on a cross. 

____________________ 

Main Point: Because God is holy, he must punish sin. Because God is merciful, he saves sinners by 
his grace. God punished sin through a flood. He saved sinners through an ark. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the ark! Jesus protects all sinners who are in him from God’s 
judgment against sin (John 10:9; Romans 3:23-26). 
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December 5 

Tower of Vainglory 
Key Scripture: Genesis 11:1-9 

After the flood, God blessed Noah and his family. He told Noah, his three sons, and their wives to 
have lots of children who would spread out and fill the earth with his glory. There was just one 
problem: Noah still had a sinful heart. He passed sin down to his sons, who passed it to their 
children, and the cycle continued.  

Before long, God’s people were disobeying his word again. They decided they didn’t want to spread 
out on the earth for God’s glory. Instead, they wanted to stay together for safety and work for their 
own glory. The people settled in one area and began to build a city and a tower that would reach to 
heaven. They thought they were pretty great, and they wanted the whole world to know it! 

But God knew his children would never be happy trying to make themselves great apart from him. 
True happiness comes from being with God and living for his glory. No matter how high the tower 
got, God’s children would never be able to reach him on their own. So, God came down. Because he 
is full of mercy, God Most High stooped down low to stop the work his children were doing before 
they climbed any further away from him.  

God caused the people to speak many different languages for the first time. If they could not 
understand each other, they could not continue to work together to disobey God. Noah’s big family 
was now forced to spread out. People who spoke the same language grouped together and then 
separated from groups who spoke different languages. The place of the unfinished tower was called 
“Babel” (which means “confusion”) because that is where God mixed up the people’s words. 

The tower of Babel reminds us that we can’t work our way up to God, but he loves us so much that 
he is willing to come to us, even in our sinfulness. Many years after the tower incident, God came 
down to his people again. This time, he didn’t come to separate them from each other because of  
sin. He came to save them from sin and bring them back together as one big family. 

____________________ 

Main Point: God’s people disobeyed him by staying in one place and building a city and tower for 
their own glory. God came down and spread them out on earth by making them speak different 
languages. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ came down to earth to save people from their sins and bring them 
together again as one big family (Philippians 2:5-11 & Acts 2:1-8). 
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December 6 

A New Family 
Key Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4; 15:1-6 

After God confused their languages at Babel, people began to spread out on the earth. Because of 
their sin, however, they were still not making God’s name famous in the world. In fact, many people 
on earth did not even know God’s name! But God didn’t give up on his wonderful plan to use people 
to fill creation with his glory.  

Noah had a great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great grandson named Abram. Abram did 
not know the one true God, but God knew him. God chose Abram and called him to be the father of 
a big, new family who would worship the one true God. This family would be God’s special, chosen 
people—the ones who would reflect God’s glory in the world again. 

God told Abram to leave his country, his people, and his old way of life. He told Abram to go to a 
new land that God would give him. God made a covenant (a very big and special promise) with 
Abram. He promised to bless Abram and his new family. And there’s more! God promised that, 
through Abram’s family, he was going to bless people from every nation in the world! God even 
changed Abram’s name to Abraham, which means “father of nations.” 

There was only one problem. Abraham and his wife Sarah could not have children. But this was not a 
problem for God. God took Abraham outside and told him to look up and try to count the stars. God 
told Abraham that his children would be like the stars in the sky--too many to count! While it seemed 
impossible, Abraham believed God’s word. He had faith that God would keep his promises.  

Although Abraham believed God, he was not perfect. Like all human beings, he had a sin problem. 
God’s blessing wasn’t going to come to all people on earth because of Abraham’s faithfulness. No, 
God was going to use Abraham’s big family to send someone better—someone perfect. It would be 
through a future child of Abraham that God would bring his blessing to people everywhere and fill 
the world with his glory again. 

____________________ 

Main Point: God blessed a man named Abram (later named Abraham) and told him to leave home 
and start a big, new family. God would offer his grace to the whole world through Abraham’s family. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the son of Abraham through whom all the nations will be blessed. 
Abraham’s blessing comes to us through faith in Christ (Galatians 3:14, 26-29). 
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December 7 

Son and Sacrifice 
Key Scripture: Genesis 22:1-19 

Abraham obeyed God. He and Sarah left home and set out for the land God would show them. But 
they still didn’t have a child. It started to look like God might not keep his promises after all. But God 
always keeps his promises. When Abraham and Sarah were very old, God gave them a son. His name 
was Isaac.  

God promised that, through Isaac, he would continue to grow Abraham’s family until they were as 
many as the stars and became a blessing to people in every nation. For this plan to work, it was 
important that Abraham trust God no matter what. Abraham would need to believe God was good 
and obey his commands even when he could not understand them.  

God tested Abraham’s obedience. He asked Abraham to give up his only son Isaac as a sacrifice. A 
sacrifice was a way for sinful people to worship a perfect, holy God. In a sacrifice, the sinful person 
kills an innocent animal and gives it to God as an offering for sin. God was asking Abraham to kill his 
own son as the sacrifice! How could this be right?  

Even when he could not understand God’s command, Abraham moved to obey. Abraham knew God 
was good and would keep his promises even if that meant he would have to bring Isaac back from 
the dead. Abraham took his son Isaac, and they traveled to a mountain. Isaac carried the wood for 
the burnt offering, but he noticed they had not brought a lamb to sacrifice. Abraham assured his son 
that God would provide the sacrifice. He knew that God always provides what he requires.  

Abraham built an altar and tied Isaac on top of it. As he raised the knife in obedience, God said, 
“STOP!” God never meant for Abraham to kill his son, but now he knew Abraham was willing to obey 
him no matter what. He was willing to give God his only son--the son he loved. When Abraham 
looked up, he saw a ram caught by its horns in the bushes. God had provided the animal for the 
sacrifice! Many years later, God provided another sacrifice for sin. This time, he didn’t provide a ram, 
but he gave his only Son--the Son he loved. This perfect sacrifice paid for the sins of his people 
forever. 

____________________ 

Main Point: God tested Abraham by asking him to give up his only son Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham 
moved to obey, and God provided an animal instead. 

Christ Connection: God gave up his only Son Jesus Christ as the last and perfect sacrifice for sin 
(John 3:16 & Hebrews 10:11-14). 
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December 8 

Ladder to Glory 
Key Scripture: Genesis 27:41-44; 28:10-17 

When Isaac grew up, he got married to a woman named Rebekah, and they had twin boys. The older 
twin was named Esau, and the younger twin was named Jacob. God chose to use Jacob to continue 
his plan to grow Abraham’s big family and fill the earth with his glory. But Jacob had a sinful heart like 
everyone else. He played a mean trick on his father Isaac and his brother Esau. This made Esau so 
angry that he wanted to kill Jacob. To stay safe, Jacob had to leave home and run away from Esau. 

Jacob set out on a journey to his uncle’s house, but the sun went down before he arrived. So, Jacob 
found a place outside to rest for the night. Using a stone as a pillow, Jacob went to sleep and had a 
dream. In the dream, he saw a ladder that stretched from the earth to heaven. There were angels 
going up and down the ladder, and God was at the top. God spoke to Jacob through the dream, 
making himself known as the God of his father Isaac and grandfather Abraham. God made promises 
to Jacob just as he had to Jacob’s father and grandfather. 

God promised to be with Jacob. He would keep him safe and bring him back to this land where he 
slept. God promised that Jacob’s family would grow very big and spread across the earth so people 
from every nation could be blessed.  

Through the dream, God was showing Jacob that he would make a way for sinful people to be with 
God again. Remember how the people tried to make their own staircase (or ladder) to heaven by 
building a tower at Babel? Well, God showed Jacob that he was the one who would make a way for 
his people to be with him again. God would provide the ladder!   

God kept his promise. He kept Jacob safe and eventually gave him twelve sons. Those twelve sons 
and all their many children became the nation of Israel--God’s chosen people! It was through the 
nation of Israel that God provided the true ladder to heaven. But this ladder didn’t look like the one 
Jacob saw in his dream. It looked like a person. 

____________________ 

Main Point: God blessed Isaac’s son Jacob. In a dream, God showed Jacob that he would provide a 
ladder as the way for sinful people to get to God in heaven. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the ladder! Trusting in him is the only way to get to God (John 
1:51). 
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December 9 

Evil for Good 
Key Scripture: Genesis 45:4-8; 50:18-20 

Jacob had twelve sons, but his favorite son was named Joseph. Jacob gave Joseph a special robe of 
many colors. This caused a lot of family problems and made Joseph’s brothers very jealous and 
angry. They hated Joseph even more when he told them about his dreams. Joseph dreamed that his 
brothers would one day bow down to him! The brothers were so full of hatred toward Joseph that 
they sold him for silver to a group of travelers. Joseph was carried far away from his homeland to the 
country of Egypt as a slave.  

But God had not left Joseph. He was planning to use Joseph in a big way to keep the promises he 
had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God helped Joseph tell people what their dreams meant. 
Joseph was able to explain the meaning of a dream for Pharaoh, the King of Egypt! He told Pharaoh 
there would be a terrible famine in the land for seven years. There wouldn’t be enough food for 
everyone to live. Pharaoh would need to save up a lot of food beforehand to provide for the people 
during the famine. Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of this very important job and made him a 
powerful ruler in Egypt. 

Joseph stored up so much food in Egypt that people from other nations came to buy it during the 
famine, including Joseph’s brothers. When they arrived in Egypt, Joseph’s brothers didn’t recognize 
him. When Joseph told them who he was, his brothers were upset and afraid. They thought he might 
treat them badly like they had treated him. But Joseph told them not to fear. He knew the bad things 
his brothers had done were all part of God’s good plan. God had sent Joseph to Egypt and made 
him powerful, so that he could provide bread for his family during the famine. God was taking care 
of his chosen people! When Jacob heard that his son Joseph was alive, he and all his family moved 
to Egypt where they had plenty of food to eat.  

Many years later, there was another son in Jacob’s family who was hated by his brothers. These 
brothers did terrible things to this son as well. They sold him for silver and even had him killed. But, 
once again, God used evil actions to carry out his good plan. He used these evil actions to provide 
the Bread of Life—the only bread able to save the world.  

____________________ 

Main Point: Joseph’s brothers treated him badly, but God used their evil actions for good. God sent 
Joseph to Egypt to save his family by providing them bread during the famine. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the son from Jacob’s family who was hated and killed by his 
Jewish brothers. God used these evil actions to provide salvation to people from every nation. Jesus 
Christ is the “Bread of Life” needed to save the world (John 6:32-35; Acts 2:22-24). 
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December 10 

Redeemed by Blood 
Key Scripture: Exodus 11:4-7; 12:3-7, 12-13 

Jacob’s family, also known as the Israelites, grew very big while living in Egypt. Because Pharaoh was 
afraid they would take over completely, he made them slaves. The Egyptians forced the Israelites to 
work very hard and treated them badly for many years. But God had not forgotten his promises. God 
called an Israelite named Moses to lead his people out of slavery. Moses told Pharaoh to let God’s 
people go, and Pharaoh said, “No!”  

So, God sent plagues (which are really terrible things) to show Pharaoh he meant business. First, God 
turned the river into blood. Then, he sent frogs and bugs and hail and darkness all over the land. He 
made animals die and people break out with sores, but Pharaoh still would not obey God and let his 
people go. 

So, God was going to send one more plague—the worst one of all. The firstborn son of every family 
living in Egypt was going to die. Sin would bring death to every family, but God was going to show 
mercy to his people. He told the Israelite families to each kill a perfect lamb and rub its blood on the 
doorposts of their homes. When God saw the blood on the door of a house, he would pass over it. 
The firstborn sons in houses covered by blood would not die because the lambs had died for them.  

On the night of the last plague, there was great sadness in Egypt. Many sons died, including 
Pharaoh’s son. Pharaoh finally gave in and let the Israelites leave Egypt. But it wasn’t long before he 
changed his mind and came charging after them with his army. The Israelites were camping by the 
Red Sea when they saw Pharaoh coming. Just when things seemed hopeless, God split the sea and 
made dry land appear, so his people could get across safely. Then, he made the waters come 
crashing back down on the Egyptian army. 

God saved his people from death by the blood of lambs and set them free from slavery in Egypt. 
Sadly, though, God’s people were still slaves to their own sinful hearts. But one day, many years later, 
God would send a better lamb to set them free from sin forever by his blood. 

____________________ 

Main Point: Every firstborn son in Egypt was going to die because Pharaoh refused to obey the one, 
true God. The Israelite families each killed a lamb and put its blood on the doors of their homes. The 
firstborn sons living in the houses covered by blood didn’t die because the lambs died for them. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is our Passover lamb! Because he died, we can live. We are set free 
from sin and death by trusting in him (John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8). 
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December 11 

The Glorious Law 
Key Scripture: Exodus 24:12, 15-18; 31:18 

God used Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery, across the Red Sea, and into the wilderness. 
God had set his people free, so they could have a relationship with him. He was planning to live 
among them and lead them to the land he had promised to give their father Abraham. God was 
going to bless the Israelites, so they could show his glory to all people on earth. But for sinful people 
to live with a holy God, there had to be rules. Because God had set them free, the Israelites needed 
to know what God was like and how he expected them to live in relationship with him.   

God called Moses to meet him at the top of a mountain called Sinai. God’s awesome glory was 
displayed at Mount Sinai. The people at the base of the mountain saw thunder and lightning, fire and 
smoke. This reminded them that God is powerful and perfect. He cannot dwell in the presence of sin. 
His people must be holy like he is holy.  

Moses met God at the top of the mountain. God gave him the Ten Commandments and all the law, 
written on tablets of stone with his own finger! These rules showed the people God’s perfect 
character. The law reminded the people that they didn’t have to work to earn God’s love. He already 
loved them! Because God had loved them first and set them free from slavery, the law commanded 
the people to love God and worship him alone.  It told them to love other people in the same way 
they loved themselves. God promised to live with his people and bless them if they obeyed his law. 
The people promised to obey.  

Sadly, though, God’s people did not keep their promise. Before Moses even came down from Mount 
Sinai, they had disobeyed by creating a golden calf to worship. You see, the law showed the people 
how they were supposed to live, but it didn’t have the power to help them obey it. God’s people 
needed more than the law. They needed a rescuer to keep the law perfectly in their place and then 
give them the power they needed to obey. 

____________________ 

Main Point: God gave his people the law, written on tablets of stone. The law showed them how 
sinners are to live in relationship with a holy God. Because of their sinful hearts, God’s people could 
not keep his law. It showed them their need for a rescuer.  

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the rescuer who kept God’s law perfectly in the place of God’s 
people (Galatians 3:21-26; Matthew 5:17-18). 
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December 12 

Shepherd King 
Key Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:1-13 

After forty years in the wilderness, God brought the Israelites into the land he had promised them. 
Now that they were living in the land, God’s people wanted a human king like the nations around 
them. They ultimately rejected God as their ruler, protector, and judge because they wanted a king 
they could see to go out and fight their battles. God warned his people that a human king would 
take many things from them, but they kept on demanding. So, God gave them what they wanted.  

 A man named Saul was chosen as Israel’s first king. Saul was the kind of king the people wanted, but 
he didn’t obey some very important rules God had given him. He didn’t submit himself to God as the 
King of kings, so the throne was taken from him. God then chose a young shepherd boy named 
David to be Israel’s second king. David was called “a man after God’s own heart.” This means David 
loved God and was devoted to him. But David still had a sin problem. In fact, he sinned in some big 
and terrible ways. But David confessed his sin and turned back to God.  

When David became king of Israel, God was living among his people in a tent called the tabernacle. 
The tabernacle is where the tablets of stone given to Moses were kept. It was where God’s glory lived 
among the people. Men called priests worked in the tabernacle. The priests helped the people 
worship God by offering the blood of animals to him as sacrifices— a way to pay for their sin.   

David wanted God’s glory to live in a real building, not a tent. He wanted to build a house for God 
called the temple. But the timing wasn’t yet right. Instead, God promised to make David a house 
(which means a big family of kings) and a kingdom that would last forever! God promised that a king 
from David’s family would always sit on Israel’s throne. 

God kept his promise. Many years later, a child from David’s family was born a king—the King of 
kings, in fact. Like David, he was also a shepherd. He called himself “the good shepherd” because, 
unlike any of the other kings from David’s family, he had no sin. This Shepherd King gave up his life 
to save the sheep—God’s people. He was the only one able to both save humans from sin and rule on 
David’s throne forever. 

____________________ 

Main Point: David was a shepherd boy chosen by God to be king over his people. David’s heart was 
fully devoted to the one, true God. God promised David a kingdom that would last forever. 

Christ Connection: Jesus is the sinless son of David. He is the Shepherd King who laid down his life 
for the sheep and will one day reign forever (Luke 1:31-33; John 10:11). 
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December 13 

A House for Glory 
Key Scripture: 1 Kings 6:11-14; 8:10-13 

God chose David’s son Solomon to build the temple, a house where God would live among his 
people. Before David died, he reminded the future king Solomon to stay close to God and always 
obey his word. For God’s glory to live with Israel, it was very important for Israel’s human king to love 
and obey the one, true King.   

Solomon built God’s temple in the city of Jerusalem. The temple was absolutely beautiful! The walls 
inside were made of wood from cedar trees. Images of flowers and fruit were carved into the 
wooden walls, as if to remind the people of the beautiful garden where God had once lived with the 
first humans he created.  

When the temple was finished, the ark of the covenant (a beautiful wooden chest covered in gold) 
that held the Ten Commandments was brought inside. God’s glory filled the temple in a thick cloud. 
God was coming to live with his people again! Solomon prayed, thanking God for keeping his 
promises. He asked God to live among the Israelites in the temple forever and help them obey his 
commands. He wanted the whole world to know God and be blessed like Israel.   

Things started well but ended badly. Solomon disobeyed the Lord by worshiping fake gods called 
idols, and many of his sons did the same when each of them ruled as king. The nation of Israel split 
into two separate kingdoms—Israel in the north and Judah in the south. God disciplined his people 
by sending foreign nations to invade their land and carry them away as slaves. God’s glory left the 
temple, and it was destroyed by the nation of Babylon.  

But God had not forgotten his promises to Abraham and David. Years later, he brought some of his 
people out of slavery and back to their land again. The temple in Jerusalem was eventually rebuilt, 
though it was never the same. God’s glory never again returned to the temple in a cloud, but many 
years later it returned in a baby. This baby was dedicated in the temple in Jerusalem. He learned and 
taught God’s word there. He helped God’s people see that he is the true temple of God--the place 
where the fullness of God’s glory dwells and would one day dwell with his people forever. 

____________________ 

Main Point: King Solomon built the temple as a house for God’s glory, but the Israelites worshiped 
idols. God punished his people for their sin, and they were carried away as slaves to other nations. 
God’s glory left the temple, and it was destroyed. 

Christ Connection: Jesus is the true temple of God, the place where God’s glory lives (Luke 2:22-32; 
John 1:14; John 2:18-22; Colossians 1:19). 
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December 14 

Roots and a Shoot 
Key Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-2, 6-10 

The people of God continued to disobey him by worshiping idols. During this time, God spoke to his 
people through men called prophets. God gave the prophet a message, and the prophet gave that 
message to the people. Many of the prophets warned Israel about the judgment God would bring if 
they did not stop worshiping idols. The prophets urged God’s sinful people to come back to him 
before it was too late.  

A man named Isaiah was one of God’s prophets. He warned that God was going to use foreign 
nations to punish his people for continually disobeying him. Israel and Judah would be attacked by 
their enemies. Some of God’s people would be carried away from the land to be slaves in foreign 
nations, and others would die.  

The prophets spoke messages that were sad and hard to hear. They reminded the people that God 
must punish sin because he is holy and good. But the prophets also spoke messages of hope, 
reminding God’s people that, because he is merciful and faithful, he would keep the promises he 
made to their fathers. 

God’s punishment for human evil would be kind of like an axe, cutting down a forest of trees. Much 
would be lost, but not everything. God gave Isaiah a message of hope: The stump of one family tree 
in Judah would sprout a shoot of new life and grow again. 

The name of King David’s father was Jesse. God promised that a branch of new life was going to 
shoot up from “the stump of Jesse.” Isaiah wasn’t talking about an actual stump and branch. He was 
using these things as word pictures to help God’s people understand that God would keep the 
promise he made to David. A king coming from David’s family roots would sit on the throne forever!  

The final King to sit on David’s throne has God’s Spirit on him. He has loved and obeyed God 
perfectly. One day, he will bring total peace on earth, making all things right and good again. With 
this King in charge, there will be no more fighting, tears, sin or death. People from every nation in the 
world will finally see God’s glory and be brought together to dwell with him in true rest from their 
enemies. 

____________________ 

Main Point: God used foreign nations to punish his disobedient people, but he promised that a 
perfect King from David’s family was coming to make all things right and sit on the throne forever. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the true King who came from Jesse and David’s family (Acts 
13:22-23). 
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December 15 

The Suffering Lamb 
Key Scripture: Isaiah 53:2-6, 10-11 

God told Isaiah that a young plant would shoot up from the stump of David’s family tree. This meant 
that a new baby would one day be born into Abraham and David’s big family. This baby would grow 
up to be the promised Shepherd King who would rule forever on David’s throne and make the world 
right and good again.  

God told Isaiah the Shepherd King would not look the way people might expect him to look. He 
would not be rich and powerful like most kings. He would not be handsome and strong like David. 
Many of God’s people would actually hate and reject him. They would not recognize him or 
understand the work he had come to do.  

Before the Shepherd King sat on David’s throne, he was going to war against the lying snake from 
the garden. This battle would hurt him terribly. The Shepherd King would do nothing wrong, but he 
would be beaten and killed. Why? Well, sin had caused God’s people to run far away from him, like 
lost sheep wandering away from their shepherd. If a holy God was going to live with his children on 
earth, the price for sin had to be paid. And it had to be paid with blood. 

For years, God had provided lambs for his people to sacrifice as a way to make payment for their sin. 
The lambs were killed and their blood was offered to God by the priests in the temple. The lambs 
died, so the people could live. But new lambs had to be killed again and again, day after day 
because the blood of animals was never enough to pay for human sin completely. God’s people 
needed a sinless human to be the sacrificial “lamb” who would pay for their sin. 

God was telling Isaiah that the promised Shepherd King from David’s family would willingly be the 
“lamb” for God’s people! Without fighting back, the Lamb of God would suffer, bleed, and die a 
terrible death to pay for sin once and for all. The Lamb would die, so God’s people could live and be 
counted as righteous. 

____________________ 

Main Point: The Shepherd King would have no sin; therefore, he would be the perfect sacrificial 
“lamb” for sinners. He would suffer and die to pay the price for human sin. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is the Shepherd King and the Lamb of God (1 Peter 2:22-25). 
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December 16 

New Hearts, New Hope 
Key Scripture: Jeremiah 17:9; Ezekiel 36:26-28; Jeremiah 31:31-33 

Like Isaiah, other prophets warned God’s people that he would punish their idolatry through terrible 
attacks from foreign nations if they did not repent. Everything God warned his people about through 
the prophets happened. The nations of Assyria and Babylon invaded the land with brutal attacks. 
Many of God’s people were carried away to be slaves in these foreign lands.  

Things seemed rather hopeless. The temple where God had once lived among his people was 
burned down. The city of Jerusalem was in ruins. No king from David’s family was ruling on the 
throne. Many of God’s people were far from home, separated from each other and their land. Years 
before, God had given his people the law written on tablets of stone. They had promised to obey it 
but had failed miserably. God’s people had rejected his word and worshiped idols. God had given 
them many chances to return to him and obey, but they could never do it because they didn’t want 
God. A prophet named Jeremiah said their hearts were sick with sin.  

But God is faithful to keep his promises even when his people fail. Through the prophets, God made 
promises to bring a group of his people out of slavery and back to their land. Then, God made a new 
promise to Israel and Judah. He promised to give them brand new hearts! 

God was going to take out their cold, sin-sick hearts and replace them with new hearts full of spiritual 
life. The law that had been written on tablets of stone would now be written on these new hearts. 
God was also going to send his Spirit to live inside his people. With new hearts and God’s Spirit 
inside them, the people would finally want to obey God! Although they would not yet be perfect, 
they would finally have the power needed to keep God’s commandments. 

And there’s more! God promised to forgive the sins of his children once and for all. How could a holy 
God, who must punish evil, forgive all those sins forever and ever? He could do it through the death 
of the perfect human Lamb…the Lamb whose blood would pay the full price for sin. 

____________________ 

Main Point: God promised to give his children new hearts, so they could obey his word and bring 
him glory. He promised to forgive their sins, so they could live with him forever. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ died once to pay the full price for human sin. Because his blood 
was shed, God forgives his children and gives them new hearts (Hebrews 10:11-18; Matthew 
26:27-28). 
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December 17 

His Name is John 
Key Scripture: Luke 1:13-17, 67-79 

Although God had spoken to his people through prophets for many years, a time came when God 
went silent. He didn’t speak to his people again for four hundred years. During this time, some of 
God’s people returned from exile to their land. Although they had been allowed to return from 
slavery and rebuild the temple, Israel and Judah were still under the control of foreign nations. No 
king from David’s family was on the throne. In fact, there was no sign of the promised Messiah 
(another named for the Shepherd King from David’s family who would save God’s people). Was God 
going to keep his promises to Abraham and David? Many of his people weren’t sure anymore. 

But on one ordinary day, the long silence was broken by an angel named Gabriel. Gabriel appeared 
to a priest named Zechariah as he was working in the temple. The angel told Zechariah that he and 
his wife Elizabeth (who were both old and had no children) would have a son named John. John 
would have God’s Spirit in him before he was even born. He would grow up to be a great prophet of 
God, who would proclaim an important message of good news. John would tell God’s people to 
turn away from their sin because the kingdom of God was coming on earth. John would prepare the 
way for the Messiah! 

Zechariah could not believe what this angel was telling him. He asked for a sign, so he could know it 
was true. Because Zechariah doubted God’s word with his mouth, the angel closed his mouth. This 
was his sign: Zechariah would not be able to speak until the birth of his son. When the baby was 
born, some relatives and neighbors thought he should be named after his father. Zechariah wrote on 
a tablet, “His name is John.” and immediately his mouth was opened. Full of joy, Zechariah praised 
the Lord for being a God who remembers his people. God’s promises were coming true after all! 

John grew up to be somewhat strange. He lived in the wilderness, wearing clothes made of camel’s 
hair and eating locusts and honey. But John was considered great by God because he recognized 
and pointed people to the promised Savior. When John saw the Shepherd King coming toward him, 
he said, “Look! There he is…the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

____________________ 

Main Point: After four hundred years of silence, God sent John the Baptist as a prophet to get God’s 
people ready for the Messiah--the Shepherd King from David’s family who would save God’s people. 

Christ Connection: John prepared the way for Jesus Christ, the son of David and Son of God (John 
1:29; Matthew 11:7-11). 
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December 18 

Miraculous Motherhood 
Key Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 

Not long after the angel Gabriel visited Zechariah in the temple, he made another important visit. 
This time, he came to a young Jewish girl named Mary (“Jew” was the name for God’s people who 
lived in the southern kingdom of Judah). Mary lived in the small town of Nazareth and was engaged 
to Joseph, a man from King David’s family. Mary was not royal, rich, or famous. She was simple, 
ordinary, and young. But Mary knew the promises God had made to her people. She believed God’s 
word and was faithfully waiting for the coming Savior and King. 

When Gabriel appeared to Mary, she was startled, but he told her not to fear because she was 
“highly favored.” God loved Mary, and his special grace was on her. Gabriel told Mary she was going 
to have a baby boy who would be named Jesus. He went on to tell her that this baby was the 
promised Shepherd King from David’s family who would one day rule and reign forever!  

Mary was confused. How she could have a baby? She and Joseph were not yet married, and she had 
never been with any man in a way that would make a baby possible. Gabriel explained that this baby 
would not come into existence through a human man; he would come through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Mary’s pregnancy would be a miracle, and baby Jesus would be the Son of God! He 
would be holy--not born with a sinful heart like all other human beings. It sounded absolutely 
impossible, but Mary knew nothing was impossible for her strong God. She believed the word of the 
Lord to her from Gabriel, and she was glad for his will to be done through her.  

Not long after the angel’s announcement, Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth (who was pregnant with 
Jesus’s cousin John). When Mary arrived, baby John kicked joyfully inside Elizabeth. Even before his 
birth, John recognized the Messiah. Mary’s heart was so full of joy that she burst out in a song of 
praise to God, thanking him for providing a Savior for those in need of salvation. Mary praised God 
for using simple, ordinary people like her as part of his big plan. She gave God glory for 
remembering the promises he had made to Abraham so many years ago. Mary understood that, 
through this son of Abraham growing in her womb, God was going to bless people from every 
nation on earth. 

____________________ 

Main Point: The angel told Mary she was going to have a baby named Jesus. This baby would be 
from the Holy Spirit. He would be the Son of God and the King from David’s family who would save 
God’s people and rule forever. 

Christ Connection: To some degree, Mary understood that Jesus was the Messiah and the 
fulfi llment of God’s promises to Abraham (Luke1:46-47, 54-55; Isaiah 7:14). 
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December 19 

Father by Faith 
Key Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 

Mary was engaged to a man named Joseph at the time when the angel Gabriel told her she would 
have a baby. The Bible says Joseph was a righteous man. This means he worshiped the one, true 
God and did his very best to faithfully keep God’s law. Like Mary, Joseph believed God would keep 
the promises he had made to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David. Joseph was from King David’s big 
family, and he knew the promised Messiah would come from his line. Could he have expected, or 
dared to hope, that the Messiah would be his own son? 

When Joseph found out Mary was going to have a baby, he must have been surprised and sad. 
Joseph knew this baby had not come from him. He naturally assumed Mary had been unfaithful to 
him, and the baby had come from another man. Joseph decided he would not take Mary as his wife 
after all. He planned to end their relationship quietly because he loved Mary. Joseph did not want 
her to experience the shame and punishment that would come from breaking God’s law with 
unfaithfulness.  

But one night, as Joseph slept, an angel from God appeared to him in a dream. The angel told 
Joseph not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife because the baby inside her was not from another 
man. Mary’s baby was from the Holy Spirit of God! The angel told Joseph the baby’s name would be 
Jesus (which means “God saves”) because he would save God’s people from their sins. This baby 
was the one they had been waiting for--the promised Shepherd King who would become the Lamb 
and suffer to rescue God’s people.  

Joseph believed the word of God through the angel, and he obeyed. He took Mary as his wife, and, 
after Jesus was born, Joseph legally adopted him as his own son. It could not have been easy for 
Joseph. Many people probably did not believe the truth that this baby had come from the Holy 
Spirit. But Joseph cared more about obeying God than he cared about what other people thought of 
him. He believed God’s word to him through the angel even when he could not see what the future 
would hold. God used Joseph’s faith and obedience to bring Jesus the Messiah into the family line 
of David as a forever son. 

____________________ 

Main Point: An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream. The angel told him not to be afraid to take 
Mary as his wife because the baby inside her was from the Holy Spirit. Joseph believed God’s word 
to him and obeyed. He became Jesus’s earthly father. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ is a son of David through his earthly father Joseph (Matthew 
1:15-17). 
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December 20 

Glory Revealed 
Key Scripture: Luke 2:1-7 

During the time Mary and Joseph lived, God’s people were under the control of the nation of Rome. 
The leader of Rome made a law that everyone must travel to his hometown to be counted in order to 
pay taxes. So, Joseph and Mary made a trip to Bethlehem, the town of Joseph’s ancestors. 
Bethlehem was known as “the city of David” because that was where King David was born and 
chosen as king. 

After Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to have her baby. Unfortunately, 
the inn where travelers could stay was completely full of other visitors. Mary and Joseph found no 
place to stay except a stable where the animals were kept. Mary gave birth to her firstborn son, the 
promised King and Savior from David’s family, among animals. The one that God’s people had been 
waiting and longing for was finally here! Mary wrapped the baby tightly in strips of cloth to keep him 
warm and laid him in the manger, the box of hay where the animals ate. Eight days after his birth, the 
baby was called Jesus, just as the angel had said.  

Wouldn’t a palace have been a better place for the King of kings to be born? How strange for him to 
enter this world in a stable with animals. Then again, it’s not so strange when you remember that this 
King was also a lamb--the Lamb who would die for human sinners. This baby’s birth place was no 
surprise to God. God was showing the world that he was coming down, even to the lowest of places, 
to rescue his people and live with them again. This time, the creator of the universe wasn’t going to 
live among his people in a garden or a temple. He was going to live among them in a human body, a 
body just like theirs.  

Like every other human, this baby would get tired and hungry. He would need to sleep and eat. He 
would eventually feel everything other human beings feel: pain, sadness, anger, joy, and love. But, 
even as this baby grew up, he would have no sin. He would reflect God’s image perfectly, showing 
the world exactly what God is like. This baby was both fully human and fully God. He was going to be 
a walking picture of God’s glory for everyone to see. 

____________________ 

Main Point: Mary gave birth to her baby in a stable in Bethlehem and laid him in a manger. This 
baby was both fully God and fully human. He was a living picture of God’s glory. 

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ reveals the nature and glory of God in a way humans can see (John 
1:14,18; Hebrews 1:1-3). 
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December 21 

Birth Announcement 
Key Scripture: Luke 2:8-18 

On the night Mary gave birth to her baby, a group of shepherds were watching over their sheep in a 
field near Bethlehem. All of a sudden, an angel appeared, and the bright light of God’s glory lit up 
the dark field! The shepherds were surprised and very scared, but the angel told them not to be 
afraid because he was bringing good news. This news was going to fill their hearts up with 
happiness. And this good news was not just for the shepherds. It was for all sinful people in need of 
salvation. 

The angel announced that the long-awaited Savior and King of God’s people had been born in the 
city of David! The shepherds would recognize him because he was wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
resting in a manger. Suddenly, an entire army of angels lit up the sky! These angels sang praises to 
God in heaven, glorifying him for sending the Savior who would restore peace on earth between 
sinful humans and a holy God.  

This was the best and brightest birth announcement you could ever imagine! The angels were 
announcing the arrival of the one God had promised from the very beginning...the child of Adam 
and Eve who would bruise the snake’s head...the one from Abraham’s family would bring blessing to 
all the families of the world... the Shepherd King from David’s family who would become the Lamb 
and save God’s people! This birth announcement did not come first to rich, powerful, or really good 
people. No, shepherds were the first ones to hear about the birth of God’s human Lamb. Lowly, 
smelly, sinful shepherds were the first to hear the good news of the gospel proclaimed loud and 
clear!  

The shepherds were so excited that they immediately ran to see the baby. They found him in the 
manger, just as the angel had said. After seeing the baby with their own eyes, the shepherds couldn’t 
keep this good news to themselves. They told everyone, and they praised God for keeping his 
promises to his people. 

____________________ 

Main Point: An angel announced the good news of baby Jesus’s birth to a group of shepherds 
watching over their sheep at night. Many angels lit up the sky, singing praises to God for sending the 
Savior of his people! 

Christ Connection: The gospel of Jesus Christ was announced first to Jewish shepherds who 
couldn’t keep the good news to themselves. Soon, this good news would be announced to people 
from all nations on earth (Romans 1:16). 
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December 22 

Guiding Star 
Key Scripture: Matthew 2:1-11 

Just as God announced the arrival of Jesus to the shepherds in an amazing way, he announced 
Jesus’s arrival to another group of people in another amazing way. God used a bright star to tell a 
group of men called Magi about the birth of the long-awaited Savior and King. 

The Magi lived in East Asia, far from Bethlehem. They were priests who offered sacrifices to a fake 
god. The Magi were very important, powerful people in their government in the east. They chose the 
kings in their land and gave them advice. The Magi were known as wise men. They were experts in 
mysteries like magic and dream telling, and they studied space and the stars. When Jesus was born, 
God made a new star appear in the sky. He used this star to make it known to the Magi that the King 
of his people had come into the world.  

The Magi made a long trip to the city of Jerusalem. They asked people where they could find this 
new King because they wanted to worship him. Now, at the time, a wicked man named Herod was 
ruling as a king over God’s people. Herod was not from Abraham and David’s big family. He did not 
know the one, true God. When Herod heard that the Magi were looking for a new king, he became 
very jealous and afraid. Herod did not want this new king to take his throne, so he told the Magi to 
find the baby and come back to tell him where he was. Herod pretended he wanted to worship the 
baby king too, but he really wanted to kill him.  

God made the new star move in the sky, filling the Magi with joy as it guided them to the house 
where Mary, Joseph, and Jesus were staying. When the Magi entered the house and saw Jesus, they 
bowed low to worship him. They gave him very nice presents--presents fit for a king called gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. God warned the Magi in a dream not to tell wicked Herod that they had 
found Jesus. 

How unexpected and amazing that God led a group of priests from far off---a group of priests who 
once worshiped a fake god--to bow before the one, true God and King! The promises God had 
made to Abraham were already starting to come true. God was beginning to make King Jesus 
known to people from other nations, so he could bless them by his grace. 

____________________ 

Main Point: The Magi were wise and powerful men from the east who worshiped a fake god. God 
used a star to guide them to Jesus so they could worship him as the one, true King! 
  
Christ connection: The good news of Jesus Christ is not just for the nation of Israel but for people 
from every tribe and nation on earth--even those who are far away like us (Ephesians 2:12-13, 17-19). 
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December 23 

Glory Through Death 
Key Scripture: Acts 2:22-32 

As he grew up, Jesus was a normal boy in many ways. He learned to walk, talk, and read. He slept, 
ate, laughed, and cried like every other child. He had parents, brothers, and sisters. But Jesus was 
different from other children in many ways too. From a young age, he understood God’s word in a 
way that amazed others. And Jesus never sinned—ever. He obeyed his parents and loved others 
perfectly. Most of all, he loved God perfectly. His one purpose was to please God by doing his will.  

When he grew up, Jesus began to announce the good news that God’s kingdom was coming on 
earth. The kingdom God had promised--the one where the Shepherd King and Savior from David’s 
family would rule forever--was finally coming true. Jesus called people to turn away from their sin 
and believe the good news that he was the promised one from God who would save them. He 
healed the sick, made the blind see, made the crippled walk, and forgave sins. Jesus was showing 
the world that he had the power to heal sinful hearts and everything else sin had broken.  

But God’s own people, the ones who knew his promises to them, did not believe Jesus. They did not 
recognize him as the Messiah sent from God. In fact, the Jewish religious leaders were filled with 
hatred toward Jesus. They felt threatened by him and decided to have him killed. Although he had 
done nothing wrong, Jesus was arrested like a criminal. He was whipped and beaten until he bled. 
He was spit on and mocked by those he had created. Then, he was nailed to a cross, and he died 
between two criminals.  

How could Jesus save God’s people and rule forever as the true King if he wasn’t alive? Once again, 
it looked as if God might not keep his promises to Abraham and David. But God was not surprised 
by Jesus’s death. It was his perfect plan to use this evil for good. Jesus could have saved himself from 
death if he had wanted to, but he wanted to glorify God by saving others. So, he offered himself to 
God as the final Lamb-- the perfect human sacrifice for sinners. When Jesus died, he took God’s full 
punishment for sin on himself, so God’s people could be forgiven and live with him again. But Jesus 
didn’t stay dead! Three days later, God raised him from death to rule forever. Jesus Christ conquered 
sin and death. Through him, God has kept every promise he has ever made.

____________________ 

Main Point: Jesus was born to die a terrible death on a cross. He took God’s punishment for sinners 
on himself, so sinful people could be forgiven and live with God again. After three days, God raised 
Jesus from the dead to rule forever.     

Christ Connection: Jesus is the “Yes!” answer to all of God’s promises (2 Corinthians 1:20; Hebrews 
9:26b-28). 
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December 24 

The Glorious City 
Key Scripture: Revelation 21:1-5, 9-11 

Forty days after Jesus was resurrected, he ascended back into heaven. The kingdom of God was not 
coming in the way his people probably expected it to come. It was coming in stages. Before Jesus 
ruled as King on earth, he was going to rule as King in the hearts of those who trusted him for 
salvation.  

Before he left, Jesus gave his followers a mission. He commanded them to spread the good news of 
his saving work to people from every nation, calling others to turn from their sin and trust him alone 
for forgiveness. Jesus promised to be with his disciples. He was going to send the Holy Spirit to live 
inside them and empower them. And Jesus promised to come back one day to rule on earth as King.  

As the disciples obeyed, the gospel began to spread to people from every tribe and nation in the 
world. Those who have believed the gospel and have trusted Jesus to save them make up the new 
people of God, known as the Church. The Church is not a building but a group of people where 
God’s Spirit lives and where Christ rules and reigns as a perfect King. The Church is now God’s 
chosen nation— the new Israel of God.  

Although Christ rules as King in the hearts of those who make up his Church, things are still not as 
they should be in the world. The snake is still lying and convincing people God’s word isn’t true. 
There is still pain, sadness, sickness, and death. People still sin and do not reflect God’s glory 
perfectly, even those who are part of the Church. But it won’t be like this forever. King Jesus is 
coming back to earth to get rid of the lying snake and sin for good.  

As King, Jesus will make everything right. He will establish a new city made up of all the people who 
have trusted him alone to be their Savior. This city will be perfectly safe, clean, and beautiful because 
God will live there. There will be no tears, pain, or death in this city. There will be no sun because 
God’s glory will be the light. There will be no temple because Jesus is the temple who makes it 
possible for God to dwell with his people. In this city, the children of God will finally have the glory of 
God. They will radiate it perfectly, that all may see and worship King Jesus forevermore! 

____________________ 

Main Point: Jesus Christ is coming back to earth to rule as King and make all things new and 
good. He will establish a perfect city where God will live with his people. They will reflect his glory 
forever.  

Christ Connection: Jesus Christ will establish the new and perfect city of God--the city Abraham 
and all of God’s people look forward to (Hebrews 11:8-10). 
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December 25 

Come, Let Us Adore Him 
Merry Christmas! We’ve spent the past twenty-four days tracing God’s glory through the pages of his 
beautiful story, and I pray our hearts have been stirred to respond. God has revealed himself to us 
through his word so that we may experience the joy of knowing and worshiping him! This story is our 
story.  

God created us in his image to live in joyful relationship with him and to spread his glory around the 
world. But, like Abraham, Jacob, David, and every other biblical figure, we have inherited 
fundamentally bad hearts from our first parents Adam and Eve. The Bible says we are born spiritually 
dead and enslaved to sin (Ephesians 2:1-2). Sin has separated us from God, and we have no desire 
to be restored to him or reflect his glory (Romans 3:10-12).  

We live in spiritual darkness, searching for something to fill the mysterious emptiness in our hearts. 
Sometimes, we ignore God in the world he created and work to build our own towers for personal 
glory. We believe success, power, or riches will fulfill us. Other times, we work hard to obey God’s 
rules in our own strength. We build towers of good deeds and try to climb up to him through our 
own morality.   

But God knows we can’t get back to him on our own. No matter how hard we try, we can never be 
good enough. And none of our successes, achievements, money, or power can make us eternally 
happy apart from God himself. Because of our sin, we deserve the just judgment of a holy God and 
separation from him forever.  

But, the good news of Christmas is that God has not given us what we deserve. He sent us a rescuer 
to bring us back to him. This rescuer is the Ark who protects us from God’s wrath. He’s the Lamb 
whose blood was shed to pay our debt and cover our shame. He’s the Ladder who provides a way 
into the glorious presence of God. This rescuer was born as a baby to live a life of perfect obedience 
to God and die a horribly painful death in the place of sinners. And this rescuer rose from the dead 
and is coming back to earth as Shepherd King who will rule forever by the light of his glory. 

What is our response to this holy God who has provided this perfect rescuer? First, we must agree 
with him that we are desperately in need of being rescued. We must acknowledge our need of 
forgiveness for the sins we have committed against him. Then, we must stop running after our sins 
and turn to the Jesus. By faith, we must trust that Jesus kept God’s law and took God’s punishment 
for us. We must trust his finished work on our behalf as the only way to be saved from sin and 
brought back into relationship with God, the one with whom we were made to dwell forever.  

Then, we worship. We bow in adoration--praising God for all he is and all he has done through the 
Son. We wait with hopeful expectation for the day when we will together exclaim, “The kingdom of 
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ!” (Revelation 11:15).  Until then and 
forevermore, come, let us adore him! 
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Daily Ornament Suggestions 
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December 1 
Christmas in Creation

December 2 
Glory Reflectors

December 3 
Glory Thieves

December 6 
A New Family

December 5 
Tower of Vainglory

December 4 
Judgment and Mercy
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December 7 
Son and Sacrifice

December 8 
Ladder to Glory

December 9 
Evil for Good

December 12 
Shepherd King

December 11 
The Glorious Law

December 10 
Redeemed by Blood
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December 13 
A House for Glory

December 14 
Roots and a Shoot

December 15 
The Suffering Lamb

December 18 
Miraculous Motherhood

December 17 
His Name is John

December 16 
New Hearts New Hope
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December 19 
Father by Faith

December 20 
Glory Revealed

December 21 
Birth Announcement

December 24 
The Glorious City

December 23 
Glory Through Death

December 22 
Guiding Star
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